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Founded in 1945, CARE is one of the world’s leading 
humanitarian organizations. It is non-partisan 
and non-sectarian. In 2011, CARE worked in 84 
countries and reached 122 million people around 
the world. In its emergency response and long-
term development programs, CARE seeks to fight 
underlying causes of poverty. CARE places special 
focus on working alongside poor girls and women 
because, equipped with the proper resources, they 
have the power to lift whole families and entire 
communities out of poverty.  To know more about 
CARE : www.carefrance.org 

Present in 57 countries, the AXA workforce - 163,000 
employees strong - is committed to standing beside 
101 million clients. AXA expertise is reflected in a full 
range of products and services adapted to the needs 
of each client in three core business areas : property-
casualty insurance, life insurance and savings, and 
asset management. 

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
supports creative people and effective institutions 
committed to building a more just, verdant 
and peaceful world. In addition to selecting the 
MacArthur Fellows, the Foundation works to defend 
human rights, advance global conservation and 
security, make cities better places and understand 
how technology is affecting children and society. 

The United Nations University (UNU) is the 
academic arm of the United Nations. Through a 
problem-oriented and interdisciplinary approach, it 
aims at applied research and education on a global 
scale. UNU was founded in 1973 as an autonomous 
organ of the United Nations General Assembly. The 
University has its headquarters in Tokyo, Japan, 
and over a dozen institutes and programmes 
worldwide.  The United Nations University Institute 
for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) is 
located in Bonn, Germany. UNU-EHS addresses risk 
and vulnerability aspects of human security and the 
consequences of complex environmental hazards 
for sustainable development. The work of UNU-EHS 
helps to improve the in-depth understanding of the 
cause - effect relationships to find ways to reduce 
risks and vulnerabilities.  www.ehs.unu.edu
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Where the rain falls aims to understand :

◆ Under what circumstances do households use migration as a risk 
management strategy in response to increasing rainfall variability 
and food insecurity? 

◆ Under what scenarios do rainfall variability and food security 
have the potential to become significant drivers of human mobility 
in particular regions of the world in the next two to three decades?

◆ What combination of policies can increase the likelihood that 
human mobility remains a matter of choice among a broader 
range of measures to manage risks associated with changing 
climatic conditions, rather than « merely » a survival strategy after 
other pathways have been exhausted? 

through advocacy and practice, the project further :   

◆ provides a platform for stakeholders, including southern civil 
society organizations, to contribute in policy plans and practical 
interventions at national, regional and local levels. The findings 
further contribute to global policy discussions, such as climate 
change adaptation, resilience and food security;

GUATEMALA

Changing weather patterns are already causing weather extremes, 
including droughts and flooding, leading to food insecurity and 
displacement of populations with the world’s most vulnerable 
people, being most affected.

To influence climate change policy and its implementation with 
important practical aspects to tackle poverty and protect the 
most vulnerable people, CARE France and The United Nations 
University’s Institute for Environment and Human Security, 
initiated the Where the Rain Falls project in 2011. 

The project investigates how changing rainfall patterns impact 
rural communities by providing a more nuanced understanding of 
the links between rainfall variability, food and livelihood security, 
as well as migration in eight case study countries : Bangladesh, 
Ghana, Guatemala, India, Peru, Tanzania, Thailand and Viet Nam. 

The research findings – a research protocol, seven case study 
reports, and a global policy report for policymakers as well as 
further media material are available at www.wheretherainfalls.org 

About Where the Rain Falls project

◆ produces practical knowledge through the implementation of 
Community-Based Adaptation (CBA) projects in four of the eight 
case study countries (India, Tanzania, Thailand and Peru). 

innovative research methods :

The research approach developed for the Rainfalls project, 
includes a mix of methods such as a household survey, a variety of 
Participatory Research Approach tools, and expert interviews.  The 
empirical evidence was gathered from eight case studies across 
three continents. This approach builds on previous empirical work 
on environmental change and human mobility and serves as a 
resource for future research.

The Rainfalls Agent-Based Migration Model (RABMM) is designed 
to represent the level of vulnerability of households to rainfall 
variability-induced changes in livelihood and food security, and 
their subsequent impact on the migration of household members. 
Within the global policy report, the RABMM was used in the 
analysis of the case of Tanzania and can be applied on the rest of 
the case studies.
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